[image: image1.png]



9
Byzantine Catholic Church of St. John the Baptist 
 
                                      301 Cherry Street, Pottstown PA 19464                 
                                             Email: office@stjohnbyz.org                                                                                                                                               
Pastor:
Fr. Nicholas de Prospero



Deacons: Rev. Mr. Michael Senoyuit, Rev. Mr. Edward Quinn


Hall 610-326-3541 Rectory 610-326-1877 Fax 610-326-1890   


Web: stjohnbyz.org 
13 April 2025 Palm Sunday

 Sat 12  April     10-Noon          Easter Confessions

                           4:00pm           +John Galamba by Sarah Sweisford and Family                                                                                        Sun 13 April       9:00am           Palm Sunday +Deacon Michael Erdek by his Wife Nancy and Family 
Wed 16April      7:00pm           Holy Wednesday Presanctified Liturgy Parishioners of St. John’s                                      

Thr 10 April       7:00pm           Holy Thursday Vespers Liturgy of St. Basil +Michael Peil 

                                                  by Margaret Omachel
Fri 18  April      Noon               Good Friday12 Gospels of the Passion of Christ

                         7:00pm             Vespers / Procession / Vigil before the Grave
Sat 19  April     3:00pm            Blessing of  Easter Baskets 
                         4:00pm             Procession / Easter Matins / Easter Divine Liturgy / 

                                                  Blessing of Easter Baskets + Helen Lewis 
                                                  by Diana, Jim, and Michael O’Hare                                                                                        Sun 20 April     9:00am            HGB St. John’s Guild and Willing Workers of St. John’s 
                                                  Blessing of Easter Baskets                           

7 Branch Candles are given for the repose of the soul of +Helen Lewis by Daina, Jim and Michael O’Hare
Parish Income 6 April Offertory $2,117; Loose $120;  Candles $58;  Fuel $305; Lent $210;  Easter $125; Easter Flowers $238;  Holy Days $40;  Bishop’s Appeal $57; Maint. Fund. $25  Total $3,300  
On Line Donations to our Parish may now be done by clicking on the donate tab or the QR Code on our parish web page. 
Divine Liturgy This Weekend
Red Book: Opening Hymn  Hosts of Angels p. 150     
Green Book Festal Tone  Palm Sunday   p. 235
Green Book:  Beneath your Compassion p. 454 #B 
Please remember in your prayers: parishioners, family and friends recovering from illness and surgery:  Arcadia at Limerick: Nancy Erdek;  and also:  Fr. Nicholas de Prospero, Audrey Glusczyk,  Anna Marie Hunter,  Keith Hunter,  Daniel Mc Laughlin, Pat McLaughlin,  Dillon Richard, Deacon Maksym Stetsenko, Earl Stong 
Holy Week Make this week live up to it’s name. Fast, pray the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary each day, give to the needy, read the Scriptures about our lord’s Passion, come to Holy Week Services, be recollected, fast from media and movies. Be quiet and be attentive as much as possible. What we pay attention to, is what we find.  Our choices reflect our values.  Choose to be with Christ and He will abide with you and give you strength because you abide with Him. 
2025 Easter Bake Paska Sale will be held this coming Monday and Tuesday of Holy Week, the 14 & 15 of April beginning at 8:00am. We must have your dedicated help to fill our orders for the Paskas. Many people rely on us to help make the center piece of our Easter Baskets which is the Paska.  Please be generous with your time and lend us a hand.
The Good Friday Vigil The Vigil will last from the end of Vespers until 10ap.  Do your best to make a Holy Hour before our Lord’s Grave. Remembering our Lord’s reproach to the Apostles: “Could you not watch one hour with me,” they slept during his Agony in the Garden when he was in need of their solidarity.  
Holy Week Schedule of Services

Holy Wednesday Presanctified Liturgy 7pm; Holy Thursday Vespers and Divine Liturgy 7pm; Good Friday 12 Gospels of the Passion of Christ at Noon / 7pm Vespers, Procession of the Plaschanitsa,  and Vigil before the Grave; Holy Saturday Blessing of Easter Baskets 3:00pm; Procession, Easter Matins and Divine Liturgy 4:00pm followed by Blessing of  Easter Baskets;  Easter Sunday 9am Divine Liturgy followed by Blessing of Easter Baskets.
Your Parish Contributions can now be made electronically, if that works better for you. On Line Donations to our Parish may now be done by clicking on the donate tab or the QR Code on our parish web page at: stjohnbyz.org  
Fasting From  Sin is the spiritual fast which helps us recover the image of God in our hearts which sin effaces. We ask our Lord to renew and to recover the imprint of His image on our hearts. May our Lord and Savior never to let His image be blurred by heedless venial which we dismiss as being trivial sin. The desire to have His image in our hearts should motivate us during Lent to conquer venial sin with the help of His grace.  The Image of Christ Painted Without Hands which is on the Tetrapod in church depicts our Savior’s face as shown on His burial shroud.  The veneration of this Icon should stir up in us a deeper appreciation of our Savior’s saving Passion and for which we should show profound gratitude as we pay it honor with our reverent kiss. 
The Jesus Prayer is a core devotion of Eastern Christian piety.  To learn more go on your favorite podcast site to “the Jesus Prayer” Annunciation Choir from Homer Glenn.  It averages 30,00 80,00 searches per month on the subject.  This devotion is a pearl of great price. Take some initiative for Lent and deepen your spiritual life. 
Email Prayer Services Eastern Christian Publications offers an email prayer service, the Byzantine Daily Office and Daily Great Vespers every day for free.  Subscribe on the website at https://ecpubs.com/product-category/subscription_electronic/.  This will be a very concrete and practical way to help to grow spiritually in the spirit of prayer in the Byzantine Catholic tradition.  
